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Abstract
During extensive exploration of Thai Zingiberaceae led by Kai Larsen in the past three decades, Kaempferia candida was collected from Kanchanaburi Province near the border with Myanmar, not far from its type locality (Burma - Amherst and Molmyne). This new record published by Jenjittikul & Larsen (2000) included a detailed description, drawing and colour photographs, which were indeed a perfect match with Wallich’s description and drawing, leaving no doubt about the identity of the taxon. However, several morphological features of this unusual species obvious from the newly collected material indicated possible questions about its generic placement in the genus Kaempferia. Our further morphological studies supported by molecular analyses of chloroplast psbA-trnH and partial petA-psbJ DNA sequences indicate that Kaempferia candida cannot be maintained. The species is transferred to Curcuma and the name is typified. 


